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Aug. 13: The Brazilian Health Ministry reported the first cholera fatality, a young girl who died
Aug. 8 in Santa Rita Weil, located in the Amazon region near the country's borders with Peru and
Colombia. Most confirmed cases of cholera are located in the Alto Solimoes area of the Amazon.
Aug. 16: Ecuadoran national health director Julio Larrea told reporters that cholera cases number
34,123, with a death toll of 565. Health Minister Plutarco Naranjo said the incidence of cholera is
declining. The mortality rate is 1.7 per 1,000. Of total cholera cases, 11,585 have been recorded in
Guayas province (capital Guayaquil). According to a report by the World Health Organization
(WHO) released in Geneva, registered cholera cases world-wide between Jan. 1 and Aug. 15 this
year totaled 349,933, and the cholera death toll, 9,239. Africa accounted for 6,163 fatalities, and
66,194 confirmed cases. In Latin America, 2,991 persons had died, with 275,513 cases reported.
Aug. 21: In Bogota, the Disaster Control and Prevention Office reported that the cholera death toll
had increased to 97. Since March, 1,093 cholera cases have been confirmed in 14 of Colombia's
departments. Aug. 22: Brazilian health officials reported eight new cases of cholera in remote
Amazon towns bordering Peru and Colombia, bringing the total to 59. Aug. 23: The Mexican Health
Secretariat reported that confirmed cases of cholera total 466, and the death toll, five. Aug. 25: In
Tabatinga, located on Brazil's border with Peru and Colombia, health officials confirmed another six
cases of cholera, bringing the national total to 70. Aug. 26: US health officials reported that cholera
bacteria have been detected in oyster banks in Mobile Bay, off the coast of Alabama state in the Gulf
of Mexico. The Bolivian Health Ministry confirmed that country's first four cholera cases in a suburb
of La Paz, the capital city. Aug. 28: The Bolivian Health Ministry declared the Rio Abajo region,
about 20 km. from La Paz, a disaster area. Roberto Vargas, national epidemiology director, said the
situation was "under control," and government agencies have commenced distribution of antibiotics
and safe drinking water in the affected area. The Health Ministry reported another confirmed case
of the disease, bringing the total to five. According to UNICEF statistics, only 6% of Bolivia's rural
population has access to potable water, and health care services are beyond the reach of 67% of the
national population. An estimated 47% of children residing in rural areas, and 57% of children in
urban areas suffer from malnutrition. (Basic data from EFE, 08/13/91, 08/21/91, 08/25/91, 08/28/91;
AFP, 08/16/91, 08/21/91; Xinhua, 08/27/91; AP, 08/22/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 08/16/91, 08/26/91;
Notimex, 08/23/91, 08/28/91)
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